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modern gynecology without the tedious rehash of antique methods, 
and outlining in the main only one mode of treatment, which is to 
the student a distinct advantage. The chapters on the diagnosis and 
repair of tears of the perineum and cervix are of especial value. These 
conditions are of so much importance that they deserve more atten¬ 
tion than is ordinarily given to them in text-books on gynecology. 
Penrose’s description of their appearance and their diagnostic features is 
excellent, while his outline of the operative treatment is rational and 
clear. The methods of Emmet have been carefully revised, and, while 
still followed in the main, many new points have been added, increasing 
their efficiency. In the chapter on “ Prolapse of the Uterus ” the author’s 
treatment of the subject is most wise. It is very well described in 
the text, and a series of drawings showing the different steps of 
the operation for its relief elucidate it clearly. The pathological 
features of each condition and disease have received much more atten¬ 
tion in this than in the previous editions of the book. The reason that 
this side of the work is perhaps not as complete as it might be is given 
by the author in his preface when he states that “ he has, as a rule, 
omitted all facts of anatomy, physiology, and pathology which may 
be found in the general text-books on these subjects. In the chapter on 
“ Cancer of the Uterus” cancer of the ovary has been added, and the 
insertion of new plates in this chapter makes it an excellent one. The 
withdrawal of many old plates and the substitution of new ones more 
clearly illustrating the admirable quality of the text would be wise, 
as some of the drawings are certainly not up to date. 

The chapters on “ Diseases of the Ovaries ” have been carefully 
rewritten and improved, and a description of teratoma of the ovary has 
been added. Endothelioma of the ovary is also a useful addition to 
this chapter. 

The chapter on “ Diseases of the Urethra and Bladder,” while not 
as full as it might be from the practitioner’s stand-point, is nevertheless 
sufficiently adequate for the student. 

The chapter on the “ Technique of Gynecological Operations ” has 
been brought well up to date, and very clearly and decisively written. 
The author’s large and successful experience as an operator make it of 
great worth. The post-operative treatment of cases is somewhat old- 
fashioned. 

In a few years the third edition of this book has been exhausted; 
that it has been very successful, and that its popularity is well deserved, 
is unquestioned. R. F. W. 


Modern Obstetrics, General and Operative. By W. A. Newman 
Dorland, A.M., M.D. Second edition, revised and enlarged. Pp. 797. 
Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1901. 

This is an enlarged edition of a manual of obstetrics originally de¬ 
signed to facilitate a review of the subject by students. The present 
book is a literary rfisumfi of the subject in which a fair review up to the 
time of publication is given. The book contains little original matter, 
and is not enriched by the results of an extensive experience. In type 
and illustrations attention has been paid to economy at the expense of 
the volume. E. P. D. 
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Diabetes and Pregnancy.— Herman (Edinburgh Medical Journal, 
February, 1902, p. 119) reports a case of pregnancy complicated by diabetes. 
The patient was a Jewess, aged thirty years. She had been married twelve 
years and had had seven children, the last three of which bad been born 
dead. At about the third month of her eighth pregnancy she began to 
complain of weakness, pruritus, thirst, and emaciation. She had suffered 
from thirst during her previous pregnancies. She was informed by her 
physician about this time that she had diabetes. At about the seventh 
month she began to have uterine pains, associated with severe vomiting. 
She was admitted to the London Hospital in an almost moribund condition 
on March 26th. She was practically unconscious. The following day the 
membranes were ruptured, and she was later on delivered of a dead child 
weighing five and three-quarter pounds. The amniotic fluid was excessive. 
For the next few days the patient’s condition varied markedly. She had 
rigors and fever, and gradually became weaker, and died on April Gch, but 
apparently not of diabetic coma. The urine averaged about 70 ounces daily. 
The amount of sugar ranged between 50 and 70 grammes. One examination 
failed to show any diacetic acid. The autopsy revealed that there was a 
round-celled sarcoma involving the right pleura. The right pleural cavity 
contained 2} ounces of pus. The paucreas was not examined. 

According to Herman, Matthews Dnncan was the first to study the effects 
of diabetes and pregnancy on one another. Recently the subject has been 
carefully studied by Klein wachter. According to the latter, two-thirds of 
the cases of diabetes in women do not begin until after the menopause. The 
disease is consequently infrequent as a complication of pregnancy, and when 
it does occur in a child-bearing woman it usually suppresses menstruation and 
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sometimes produces atrophy of the uterus. Our knowledge of the clinical 
history of this complication of pregnancy is based on but a few cases. 

The symptoms of diabetes coming on during pregnancy may disappear 
within a short time after delivery, and recur again in subsequent preg¬ 
nancies. This indicates that the pregnant condition favors the production 
of the disease. Statistics show that prognosis in these cases is more favor¬ 
able than in those in which diabetic patients become pregnant. Some of 
the cases of pregnancy associated with intermittent diabetes have recovered 
from the latter after the period of child-bearing has ceased. When a 
diabetic woman becomes pregnant, however, the disease usually becomes 
aggravated and its progress hastened. 

Premature delivery, due to intra-uterine death of the child, has occurred 
in about two-thirds of the published cases of pregnancy with diabetes. 
Uydramnios is rather frequent. The children have often been large. In two 
cases the liquor amnii contained 3 per cent of sugar, and in one the fcetal 
urine contained sugar. 

The question as to whether pregnancy should be interrupted or allowed 
to go on is apparently not yet a settled one among obstetricians. According 
to Herman, the early termination of pregnancy will prove the best treatment 
for a pregnant diabetic. If pregnancy be allowed to go on the following 
are the possibilities: 

1. The chances are two to one that the child will die in utero. Its life is 
therefore not of much account. 

2. It is possible that when the pregnancy is over the diabetes may get 
well. ThiB is more likely to take place the earlier the pregnancy ends. 

3. The patient may die from collapse and coma soon after delivery. This 
is more likely to occur the longer that pregnancy has gone on. One of these 
three events has occurred in most of the published cases; those in which 
pregnancy and labor were gone through with without influencing the 
diabetes or being influenced by it are in the minority. 

Klein wuch ter advises against premature delivery, on the ground that 
there is no evidence of its benefit. Apparently, however, it has only been 
induced once in the published cases, and then in a case in which the mother 
was moribund. As stated, Herman advises acting on probability and 
inducing premature delivery. 

Apparent Contagion in Rheumatism Due to Meyer's Diplococcus.— 
Allaria (Reviala Critica di Clinica Afedica, 190i, vol. ii., p. 805) states that 
the remarkable observations of Meyer in Leyden’s clinic have been reported 
in a previous number of this journal. This observer succeeded in cultivat¬ 
ing a diplostreptococcus from the tonsils of five cases of acute rheumatism 
with angina. Bouillon cultures of this streptococcus produced characteristic 
polyarticular arthritis in rabbits. The exudates in the joints were usually 
serous, and sterile by ordinary culture methods. Meyer and Leyden both 
believe that this diplostreptococcus is the true specific agent of acute 
articular rheumatism. 

Allaria, in Bozzolo’s clinic, instituted control experiments, in the course 
of which he came across three cases of so remarkable a character as to merit 
publication. The first, a young woman, aged sixteen years, who had pre- 
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viously had several attacks of acute rheumatism, developed an acute tonsil¬ 
litis, followed by a fresh attack of articular rheumatism lasting about four 
weeks. The sister of this patient, after nursing her, developed a similar 
attack, entering the hospital six days later. A friend of this patient, who 
had incipient pulmonary tuberculosis, and was in the hospital at the same 
time, developed also an acute tonsillitis after associating with the second 
case. Two days after the onset of the tonsillitis, acute rheumatism set in. 
A nurse, aged twenty-two years, who swabbed the throat of the first patient 
was seized with tonsillitis, followed by polyarticular rheumatism and high 
fever of a month’s duration. Another nurse who took her place and attended 
the first two patients developed also tonsillitis, with polyarticular rheuma¬ 
tism ; this was fortunately mild and without complications, though it kept 
her iu bed for twenty-three days. Finally, a third nurse who followed this 
latter, although she took great precautions, developed severe tonsillitis, which 
lasted more than a week, and was associated with high fever. In all these 
cases the tonsillitis began violently with Bevere chills and rapid rise of tem¬ 
perature; the tonsils were much enlarged, although in two cases only were 
there slight traces of exudate. In the first three patients the bacteriological 
examinations of the throat were made. These showed streptococci, agreeing 
in all essential points and characteristics with those described by Meyer. A 
cubic centimetre of a forty-eight-hours’ culture injected into guinea-pigs was 
followed by no clear reaction at the point of inoculation. The animals, how¬ 
ever, gradually lost their vivacity, and four or five days after the injection 
painful swelling appeared in various joints, especially the tibiotarsal articu¬ 
lations of the posterior extremities. This swelling gradually disappeared, 
and the animals recovered. In those animals which were killed the fluid 
proved to be serous; there was subcutaneous oedema about the affected 
articulations, but no muscular infiltration. Under the microscope the exudate 
showed but few corpuscles and no micro-organisms, but on culture similar 
streptodiplococci were obtained. 

In none of the animals used did exudates appear in the larger serous 
cavities. Cultures from the pleura, peritoneum, and heart’s blood were 
negative. 

A fourth case differed from the others in that the attacks were not preceded 
but followed by angina, and also in the greater virulence of the micro-organ¬ 
isms, which otherwise possessed cliaracteristics similar to those of the pre¬ 
ceding case. In this instance the control animals died rapidly with a 
general septiciemia. The author believes that while it is as yet impossible 
to assert positively with Meyer that this organism is the specific causal agent 
of acute rheumatism, yet if acute articular rheumatism is a true nosological 
entity and not a syndrome, as has been believed by some authors, there is 
much which would lead one to adopt this view. 

Experimental Cholecystitis and Cholangitis of Auto-infectious Origin. 
—Ehret and STOLZ (Berliner klin. Wochemchrift, 1902, vol. xxxix., p. 13) 
state that it has been shown that anything tending to diminish the motility 
of the gall-bladder and favor the accumulation of residual bile offers oppor¬ 
tunity for the development of bacteria which otherwise do not flourish in 
the bile-passages. Especially is this true of the presence of foreign bodies 



